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Implementing More Effective Health Care and Workers’ Compensation

Learn about efforts to control health care costs through plan modifications including
national prescription drug programs.  Learn how labor-management workers’
compensation programs have resulted in more efficient program management and
premium savings for the industry.

William Ecklund, director and shareholder of the law firm of Felhaber, Larson, Fenlon
& Vogt, P.A., specializes in the areas of employee benefits and risk management.   The
firm represents many multiemployer plans.  Mr. Ecklund received his undergraduate
degree from Carleton College and his juris doctorate from the University of Minnesota
Law School.  He has written articles and spoken before many groups on ERISA and
employee benefit-related matters.  He organized and represents the first collectively
bargained workers compensation program in the State of Minnesota.  That program has in
excess of 10,000 participants and is jointly administered.  Mr. Ecklund is a founder and
first chairman of the Employee Benefits Section of the Minnesota State Bar Association,
and a member of the Hennepin County, Minnesota and American Bar Associations.  Mr.
Ecklund is past chair of the International Foundation’s Attorneys Committee and a fellow
of the American College of Employee Benefits Counsel.  Mr. Ecklund was a delegate to
the 2002 National Summit on Retirement Savings.  He is General Counsel to the
Finishing Contractors Association and the Sheet Metal and Air Conditioning Contractors’
National Association.

Thomas J. Kelly started his successful career in Philadelphia as an apprentice sheet
metal worker in 1965.  He became a Business Agent with Local 19 in 1973 and rose to
the position of President and Business Manager in 1979.  His members then reelected
him for seven consecutive terms.  His numerous leadership roles included service as a
General Vice President on the SMWIA’s General Executive Council, President of the
Pennsylvania State Council of Sheet Metal Workers, President of the New Jersey State
Council of Sheet Metal Workers, Vice President of the Philadelphia Building Trades
Council, the Pennsylvania Building Trades Council, the Philadelphia AFL-CIO,
Pennsylvania AFL-CIO and President of the Mechanical Trades District Council of the
Delaware Valley.

He also served as Co-Chairman for Local 19’s Pension, Health, Annuity,
Underemployment and Training Funds for 23 years representing over 4000 members.

His governmental activities included serving as Chairman of the City of Philadelphia’s
Zoning Board from 1992 until 2002.  He is a graduate of St. Joseph University’s Institute
of Industrial Relations and studied at the University of Pennsylvania’s Wharton School

In his capacity as General Secretary-Treasurer, he directs the union’s financial and
administrative operations at their headquarters in Washington, DC, servicing 151,000
members in the United States and Canada.  In addition to these duties, he is a member of
the National Joint Adjustment Board (NJAB), a member of the SMWIA/SMACNA
Executive Committee, a trustee of the International Training Institute (ITI) and the
National Health Fund.  He also is on the AFL-CIO’s Union Label Service Trades
Department’s Executive Board and is on the Board of Directors of The American
Community Partnerships, Inc. (ACP).
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Roy Ringwood began his forty-three year career in the sheet metal industry by
graduating from the apprenticeship program in 1966.  While working with the tools, he
was an instructor for the JATC and served on the Local 108 Executive Board for six
years.  He was elected Business Representative in June 1987 and, Recording Secretary in
June 1993.  In June, 1996 Roy was elected to the position of Business Manager/Financial
Secretary Treasurer.  When Local 102 and Local 108 were merged in November 2001,
Roy was appointed as Business Manager/President to the newly chartered Local Union
105.  In June, 2004 he won the election to continue with Local Union 105 as the Business
Manager/President.

Roy was appointed to the SMWIA General Executive Council in June 2005 and is
currently the Ninth General Vice President of the SMWIA.  He also serves on numerous
committees and trust funds including the SMACNA/SMWIA Joint Executive Board,
Western States Council, the LA/OC Building Trades Executive Board, and he is the Co-
Chairman of the International Certification Board.  Roy and his wife, Diane have been
married forty-one years and they have 4 sons.  Two of his sons are sheet metal workers.

Judge Richard Robyn, former Workers' Compensation Judge, has been involved in the
creation, development, implementation and operation of workers' compensation
alternative dispute resolution (ADR) programs (also known as “carve-out” programs).
He assisted the National Electrical Contractors Association and the International
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers (NECA/IBEW) with the establishment of California’s
statewide ADR model program, the largest operating ADR in the state and nation.  He
has also assisted in developing many other currently operating ADR Programs.  Through
American Ombudsman Enterprises (AOE) Ombudsman and Administrative services are
provided for many Union ADR Programs, including the Southern California painters and
painting & decorating contractors, the Sheet Metal Workers, the Plumbers and Pipefitters
in Southern, Northern and Central California.  Also, since July of 1997, AOE has
provided and continues to provide, Ombudsman and Administrative services to the
National Ignition Facilities Project at Livermore Labs, originally a four year $1.2 Billion
construction project vital to our nation's nuclear non-proliferation treaty.  While serving
as Judge, the administrative director of the Division of Workers' Compensation, Casey
Young, assigned him to the Legislature to work as liaison between the Department of
Industrial Relations and the Legislature during 1992-1994 for the purpose of developing a
Legislative package of workers’ compensation reform bills, which became law in 1993.
In addition to these duties, he also served as counsel to the Governor's Task Force on
Workers' Compensation Reform of 1993.  Judge Robyn assisted in writing SB 983,
Senator Leroy Greene's ADR bill, as well as other reform legislation.
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Tom Soles is the Executive Director of Market Sector Councils with SMACNA (Sheet
Metal and Air Conditioning Contractors National Association). He has worked for
SMACNA since 1987.

Mr. Soles is responsible for directing SMACNA‘s four market sector councils; HVAC,
Industrial, Residential and Architectural and their related products and services.
Additional responsibilities include business management programs and services, member
education and training programs, construction contract services, SMACNA’s High
Performing Contractor Program, membership, safety and health services, and federal
regulatory liaisons.

Mr. Soles graduated from The Catholic University of America in 1975.


